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COBWEBS, a term applied to webs spun
in out of way places by certain species of
spiders, and also to networks of dust which
collect in neglected places. See spiders.
COCAINE, ko'ka in, or ko kane', a white
crystalline substance prepared from the
leaves of a shrub called coca. When injected
beneath the skin or in contact with the mu-
cous surfaces, cocaine produces insensibility,
and accordingly it has been used extensively
by dentists and oculists in deadening the sen-
sation of pain during minor operations. Co-
caine has a quieting and restful influence.,
but its use tends to breed a dangerous habit,
as does the use of opium.
Coca, the shrub whose leaves furnish the
useful drug, is native to South America, and
cultivated in Ceylon, India and Java. It
grows from three to six feet tall and produces
small yellow flowers, and leaves resembling
those of the tea plant. The dried leaves of
the plant, mixed with pulverized chalk, are
chewed by the South American Indians. The
leaves have a stimulating effect, but their use
is considered harmful.
COCCUS, kok'kus, a genus of scale insects.
The males are elongated, have large wings
and apparently no means for sucking, but
the females are rounded or oval, about an
eighth of an inch in length, have no wings
and possess a beak or sucker by which they
take up the juices of plants. At a certain
time the females attach themselves to a plant.
Here they lay their eggs and die, the bodies
of some species drying up and forming hab-
itations for their young. While some of
these insects are garden and hothouse pests,
others are of great value; for example,
kermes, cochineal and gum lac are either per-
fect insects dried, or the dried secretions
which the insects have formed. See lac;
COCHIN-OHINA, ko eheen', or ko'cMn, a
French possession, forming part of the pen-
insula of Southeastern Asia, between Cam-
bodia and Annam on the north and the CMna
Sea. Its estimated area is 26,476 square
Eoiles. The country is traversed by the Me-
kong, the deposits of which have produced
an exceedingly fertile soil. In the low and
•wet grounds much rice is grown. In the
more elevated districts are grown tobacco,
sugar cane, maize, indigo and betel. Among
the other products are tea, gums, cocoanut
oil, silk and spices. The natives excel in
the use of wood, of widen their temples and
 tombs are built.   Saigon is the capital.   Pop
illation,  1032, 4.475,000.
COCHINEAL, kahch'i neel, a dyestu^,
consisting of the dried bodies of a species of
insect, a native of the warmer parts of Amer-
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COCHINEAL  INSECTS   ON   CACTUS
Male  and female.
ica, particularly Mexico. The insects, which
are found living on a species of cactus, are
gently brushed off, and are killed by being
placed in vats of hot water, in ovens or under
the heat of the sun. A pound of cochineal
contains about 70,000 bodies. The finest
cochineal is prepared in Mexico, where it was
first discovered. Cochineal produces crim-
son and scarlet colors and is used in making
carmine and lake. Algiers, Southern Spain
and Peru are other sources of this dyestuff.
COCKATOO', the name of a number of
species of climbing1 birds believed to be a
member of the parrot family, although
naturalists assume that these birds form a
group by themselves. They have large hard
bills, crests capable of being raised and
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lowered at the will of the bird, tails some-
what longer than those of the parrots, and
long wings. Most of the cockatoos are white
in plumage, though some of them are tinged
with yellow or red. Their home is in Eastern
Archipelago and Australia, where they live
on roots, fruits, grain and insects. They
can be easily tamed and are often kept in
captivity, where some learn to speak a few
words.

